character of a plain independent Knglish 'Sipihe'. As this family will frequently !>« mentimied in tlu: course nf ihc fcllnu-inn pa^es, tincl as a false notion has prevailed that Mr, Thralr was inferiuur, and in some decree insi^inficiinl, compared with Mrs. 'J'hralc, it may he proper to jjivc n true slate of llu: case: from the authority of Johnson himself in his own words.
' 1 know no man, (said he:,} who is more master of his wife and family than Thrale. If ho hul holds up ft finder, lie is obeyed. It is n fjrciit mistake in suppose lluit she is above him in literary aUninmenl.s1. Shu is more Ilippanl; lull he lias len tinu-i IKT learning: he is a regular scholar; but her learning is ilmL of a .school-liny in one of ihe lower forms.' My readers may nalii-rally wish for .some representation of tilt: figures of this emtple, Mr. Thrale was lull, well proportioned, mid stately, As for Afar/inn, or my Afts/trss\ by which epithets Johnson used to mention Mrs, Thrale, she was whorl, plump, and brisk1. She
1 On tills Mrs. I'io/si notes : • ' No, no 1 Mr. Thralc'u niiiniiL'i« pvcutttUiHl Ihc rluuarlcv of n f{ixy limn oftlm town ; like. Millimmnt, in Cnnyrcvc's ctnnt-cly, ho uhlinncd ihc coinury nnd cvt-iyUiiiiK in it.1 HnywiircVa Monsi, i. 10. ^trs Millii-niftiil, in T/ie Way <>f (he ll-'tir/t^ ncl iv. ac. iv., snys :•—' I loniliti tliu country ftiul everything thiit relates lo H.'
"' It is lint jiiHticc lo Mr. Tlirnle lo ssiy, linn n irnnt- injit'iuuuis franiu of iniiul no mini pu-.messed. 11 in wlucu-linn at Dxfunl n.ivi- li'un ilic- Inili'iiH of a Kcnilrinan ; hi-, iiinialtlc Irinpi-r U'Coiunii'iKk'd liis riinvrr.iiuiiin, anil tlio ninuiiH".1. of liis lie.u l niailr liitn u bincur fiicml.1 Mur|ihy>hy*)////.K'//l ]). <)t), JoliiHon wrnli! of liini lo Mrs. Thrale : ' Me miiM lin-ji well, for hi! l* the |>i!lar nf ihc Imusr ; and yon nuiat «ol well, or ilie Iwiw. will luirdly he worth prfippinn.' J'iosst L 3/10, ,SciJ/w/i April 18,
Mine. D'Aihlay (Mfnwirx nf })r, /titr/ify, \\. lu<j) jjivr-t inie iniinit for TliraUj'n fontlnc«s for jnhnmin'n tiiirk-iy. 'Tliutiijli i-nlirely a ni.iu nf |j«nff, mid a K(!iillt'iiniii in 1111* fltiinu * U'r, lie had n singular nnuisriiirnl In hctuhiK, HiHiiKiniiiK, mid pio-volciiiK ft war of wordfi, nlirritaliiiK liiinnph and ovcrlhrow, beiwcrn clever and mnblliona colUnpiliil coin-baiatua, where there was nollilng tlmt could inflict diayrnco upon cio« fcni.'
1 In Hkc niaiuier liu cnllcd Mr. Tliralc Musfti- or My Nititft-t: ' I luipc MiiHicr'n walk \\ill lie lini-ilird when I riiint; hack.1 /'/i»;;f/ /.c//rM, >• .155- ' My "ia(.u-i' ni;ty plant inn! ilijl till his pnnd is itn iMt-.m.1 //>. p. .157. Sn-/W, July tj. rm.
1 Mi'is Mnriicy ihiN I|I-M lilinl Itrr in l'/'/(t: 'She i^. fMirnicIy !i\rly and ''hiitly ; and hlmunl tmur nf tlu; Mlpi'ifiljniis or pfd.inlir nili '"' uUiilmtcil in \\Mintn nf hashich he received were great, yet those which he conferred were still greater.
